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ETITION 


OF RIGHTS; .. 
EXHIBITED TO 
Hts Matelhe, 


BY THE LORDS SPIRIL 
TVALL AND TEMPORALL, 
and Commons in PARLIAMENT 


aſſembled, concerning diversRights and Liber- 


ties of the Subje&s : with the Kings Maje- 
ſies {cyerall Anſwers thereunto, 


Vith his Majeſties Declarati- 


on upon the ſame. 
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PETI TI ON | 


OF RIGHTS, 


Exhibited to His Majeſtie, by the 
Lords Spiritualland Tamporal, and 


Commons in Parliament aſſembled, 8c. 
Tothe wks 8! wo Excellent «MT aidftie. 


D Vmbly ſhew unto Our 


Has Lord the KING, the 
Lords Spirituall, and Temporall 
Commons in -Parliamenc aſſem 
| bled, That whereas it is declared 
8 enaQed by a Statnte made in the 
time of the ReigneofKing Edward 
the firſt,commonly called Staturums 
ae T allagio 101 concetiendo,That no 
Tallage or Ayde fhall bee laid or- 
Ws == levycd by the King or his Heires 
in this Realme, withour the good will and'aflearof the Archbi. 
ſhops, Biſhops, Earles, Barons, Knighrs, Burgelles, _ other ths 
Freemen of the-Commonaltyot this Realine, And b Authoriry , 
of Parliament holden in the five and rwenticth yeare oftheReig 
a ET THO Os from J 
; 3 * 'S) | E 


The Petition of Rights. 
from hencforth no perſon ſhould be compelled to make any Loanes 
totheKing a; ainſt his will, becauſe fuch Loanes' were againſt rea- 

ſon;andthe Franchiſe of the Land. And by other Lawes of this 

Rextme iris provided, that none ſhould be charged by any charge 

or Impoſition, called a Benevolence, nor by ſuch like charge, by 
which the Statutes befote mentioned, and other the good Lawes 
and Statutes of this Realme,your Subiets have inherited this Free- 

Tom; That they ſhould not bee compelledto contribure to any 

xe, Tallage, Ayde, or other like Charge; ;not {7t by commen 
conſtar in Parliamenr. ; EG | 

Y<ctneverthtleſſe: of lite; divers Commiſſions dirc&ed to ſun- 
dry Commiſſoners in ſeveral! Counties, with inſtrutions, have 
iſſued ; by meancy whereof your people.have beene in divers pla- 
ces aſſembled, and requited tolend certaine ſymmes of inoney un- 
ro you Maicſtie, and of them upontheir refuſal ſo to doe, have had 
an Oathadminiſtred unco'them, -not warrantableby the Lawes or 
Statutes of this Realme , and have becne conſirained.to become 

/ bound to make*apparance, and givecattendance before your Privie 
Coun 6h nc in-other places; and others of them have beene 
therefore Imprifoned, confined, and ſundry ather waies moleſted 
and diſquieted. And divers other charges have beeneleyyed upon 
-your people in feverall Coimtics, by Lord Lieutenants, Depurie- 

Ponca, Commiſſioners for Muſters, Iuſtices of Peace, and ©- 

thers by.Command of or Diredion from your Maicſtie, oryour 

L128 Cqunccll, againſt the Lawes and trce Cuſtomes of the 

C Co ; ON 
- - And where alfo by tne Statute called, The great Chartey of the' Li. 
"berties of England, Itis declared and enated, That n> Freeman may _ , 
beraken or impriſoned, or be difleiſed of his Free: hold, or Liber< . * 
tics, orhis free Cuſtomes, or be outlawed, or exiled, cr in any man- [WES 
ncr deſtroyed, but by the lawfull Iudgement of his Peeres, or, by. YM 
he Law ofthe Land. Y--4 
ET. . And in the cigtt and twentieth yearc of thereigne of KING 
Edwardthe third, it was declared ;andenacted by authority of Par- 
liament, chat no man of what eſtate and condition thar hee bee 

* Ihould be put out of his Landor Tenements'nor taken nor impriſo+ 

] Ned, nor ciſherivdd, nor put todeath without being brought-toan® *- .." 
LO ,werebydueProceſſeofLay, © © © © © Neves Þ+ 
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The Petitton of Riphts. " 


Neverthelefle againſtthetenour of the laid Statutes, and 


Wh the good Lawesand Statutes of your Realme, to that end provided, 


Reds 5 divers of your Subjeshaveof late brens impriſoned without any” 
:": cauſeſhewed: Andwhen; for theirgeliverance theywerebrp1 gue: 
| +: before yout Tuſticegby your Maizſtie; VVrits ot Habeas Corpes, thingy 
; 5: © roundergoandieceive as the Court hould | | 
Sh commanded to cer tific the cauſes of tity 
certiled, but ih t they were detained 
command, figvified by the Lerdsgf your 
were returncd back to tevers'l Flint beige charged witleg 
t _ anything to whichth:y mighenig CO RIRKo Law. 2: 
W- -* *. An4whercas of lare, gr at. CogtlMEOLAIES and Marrid# 


& 
o 
. =y . 
»&4. * 
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C ouacell, 


T ©" the Inhabitants agamſtcheir wills, hg#e*hohweranipulled toreceing 

Al - _thcm'into theirhouſes, and thereg#d ſulfer #9 {oiourne agallth 
= _ © the Lawes an1i Cuſtomes of this Realazgp map the great price 
k |] __ vanceardvexation of the p;6plc.  .., =, 2 nd 


1 .. And whereas alfo by authority;of Partiadfſent,, apt five andy 
fl twentieth yeareof the Rigne of King Edvard rhe. third, it is des 
| clared and enacted, tho. m an ſhould: bee forciudged of life} 
"fr limbeagaiaſ} th forme oFfþe, Great Charter and the Law of 'thi 
| Land; And by the ſaid Gred$Charter, and other the Lawes and Seaf: 
tures of this your Realme, no frian ought to bee adiudged to deathy: 
but by the Lawes eſtabliſhed in this your Realme, citherby rhe” 
Cuſtomes of the ſame Realme, or by Ads of Pailiament. Ang 
whereas no offender, of what kinde foever, is excempted from 
the proceedings to bee uſed, and puniſhments to bee inflited by. 
the Lawes and Statutes of this your Realme : Nevetthelefſe, of lati- 
time divers Commiſſions uncer your Maieſties great Seale haw- 
.. Iued foorth by which certaine perſons heye beene afligned aw} 
% Fe ed Commiſſioners with power and authority to pre 


” on, 


2. ;G&ede within the land, according to the Tuſtice of Mai tiall Law, 
-  Zgainſt ſuch Souldiersor Marriners, orgther diflolute perſons ig. 
=", ng with them, as ſhould commit any murther, robbery, felon. 
*Mutiny, or other ontragerer miſdemeanour whatſoever, and & | 
ſuch ſummary courſeFfind order, as is agreeable to Martial! Ly: 

and as;y uſed in Arnyesjn time of Yatre, toproccede to the tryg: 
bi and.candemnation of ſuch offenders, and them to cauſe to be ex 


# 


*  -- © clifedandputtggeath accordingto the Lay Martial, 
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- px." 
I L5 k - oh 
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” \Þyp pretext whereof ſome of your Maiefties SubeAs have beene 
mr ome of the ſaid Commiſfioners pur to death, when and 
wizcre, it bythe Lawes and Statutes of the Land they had deſerved 
tleach, bychefame Lawes and Statutesalſo they might, and by no 
pehor ought to-have beene indged ibeerurcs, | 

* And alſo ſundry grievous offenders by colour thereof, claiming 
nexcemption have eſcaped the puniſhments due to them by the 
gwesand Statutes of this your Realme,:by reaſon that divers of - 
arOtficers and Miniſters of Iuſtice have uniuftly refuſed or for- 
purnetoproceede againſt ſuch offenders, according to the fame 
awesand Statures, upon pretence that the ſaid offenders were pu- 
ihable onely by Martiall law, and by authority of fuch Commit: 
oners as aforefaid. Which Commiſfioners and all other of like © 
mace are wholy and dircdly contrary tothe ſaid Lawes and Sta- 
mes of this your Realme, 

© They doe therefore humbly pray you moſt Excellent Maicftie, 
at no man hereafter bee compelled to makeor yeeld any Gift, 
[Loae, Benevolence, Taxe, or ſuch like Charge, wirhout com- 
pn conſent by A& of Parliament. And thatnone bee called to 
ke anſwer, or to take ſuch Oath, or to give attendance; or be 
nfned, or otherwiſe moleſted, or diſquieted, concerning the 
he, or for refoſallthercoF. And thatno Freeman , in any ſuch 
maecr as is before mentioned, bee impriſoned or detained. And 
at your Maieſtie would be pleaſed to remove the faid Souldiers 
'Marrinetrs, and that yourpeople may notbee fo burthened in 
we tocome. And that the forefaid: Commiſſioners for proceed- 
by Martiall Law, may be revoked, and annulled. And that here- 
gr no Commiſſions of like nature may ifla forth to any p:rſon or 
tons whatſoever, tobe exccuted, as aforeſaid, leaft by co'our of 
many of your Maicſties Subic&s be deftroyed, or, put to death, 
tary to the Lawes and Franchiſe ofthe Land. 

whichrhey moſt humbly pray, of your moft Excellent Ma- 
7,and their Rights and Liberties, according to the Lawes and 
mes ofthis Realme.Andithat your Maicſtic wouldalfo vouch- 
todeclarethe Awards, doings and Dey, to the preiu- 
of your people, inany of the premiffes; ſhall not bee drawne 
after into confequence or example, Andtbat'yonr Maiefti or 
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The Petition of Rephts. 


wonld be alſo grariouſly pleaſed, for the futtiier comfort'and ſafety 
of your people, to declare your Royall will and pleaſure, thationhe 
things atoreſail, all your Officers and Miniſters ſhall ſerve you, 2C- 
cording to the Lawes and Statutes of this Realme, as they tender 


rhe Honour of your Maieſty, and the proſperitie of this Kingdom. - - 


Which Petition being read, the Kings anſwer was thus FO ered uno it. 
F 'He King willeth, chat Right be done, according to the Lawes 


and Cuſtomes of this Realme , And, that the Stauures bee put - | 
in due execution, that his Subie&s may haveno cauſe to com- - | 


plaine of any wrong, or oppoſitions , contraty to their iuſt rights 


and Liberties : Tothe preſervation whereof, He holds Himſelle in 


conſcience aſwell obliged, as of His Prerogative. \ 
But this Anſw:r not grving [:tifattion,the King wasagaime T eliti 
 oned unto, that Hee would give a full and ſatisfafory Ao wer tothesr 
Petition in full Parliament. | 


Whereupon the King in Perſon, made this ſecond Anſwer. 
My Lords and Gentlemen, - + | 


4 


AEEY He anſwer 1 have already given you,was made with ſo good 
| ' deliberation, and mpreved by the Tndgements of ſa many 
"” Ls . Vs +a: | 

' wiſemen,that I could not have imagined but thats: ſhould 


F .S= 08s interpretations,and io ſhew you that there is no 
neſſe in my meaning, / am willing to pleaſe youtn words, as well as in ſub- 
flance , Read your Pciition, and you tad have an anſwer, that I ans ſure 
will pleaſe you. En aa Sa 

And then cauſing the Petition to be diſtinly read by the Clerk 

of the Crowne, The Clerk of the Parliamenr read-the Kings 

Anſwer therero in theſe words. ._. | | 

Soit drozt fait come eft d:ſfire, Let right bedoneasis defired. - - 

Which being done, The Kingia perſon ſaid thus. -: 

FT” His Iam ſure is full, yet nomore then 1 granted yon in my firſt An: 

| 4 ſwer:for the meaning of that was,to coin all noar Liberties, Know- 

ing according to your owne proteſtarions, that you neithes meene, var 

643 hurt my Prerogarive : pied ol &{[nre_yeu my. Maxime, That the 

ples Liberty frengthens the Kings Prerogative, ond that the Kings 
Prrogative, is #0 defend the Peoples Liberties, a 
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The Petition of Rights. 


y | Ye ſee vow, how ready 1 have ſh:wed my ſelfe toſetiſfic your Demands, (5 
#hati have done my part : Whirefore if this Parliament have nota happye 
concluſion, the ſinnt is yours, 1am free of it. 


And on the laſt day of the Seſfvion, His Majeſtics Speech toboth 
= 0554-2 - Houſes beforc His aſſent to the Bills, was this, | | 
+; My Lords and'Gentlemen, | 


T: may ſeere ſtr-vige that I come fo ſuddenly to end this S eſs708, therefore 
before 1 give my aſſent to the Bills, will tell you the ( avfe, though I muſt 
avow that 1 owe an acconnt of nty Attions to none bar God alone, It ts 
-* knowne to every one, that awhile agoe the Ho:iſc of Commons gave mee a 
Remonſtrance how acceptable every man may judze, 14 for the merit of it, [ 

will not call that in queſtion, for 1 am ſure ro wiſe ma2 ca 1 jrejt ſte tt. | 
" Now frace I am certainely informed that a (:co1d Renrenſt rance is prep hg 


L 


zances of the Crowne) by allea!ging that 1 have grv:n away my right thereof, 
by my-Auſu er to your Petition : Ss | 
This is prejudiciall unto me, that I am forced tFerd this Seſsions ſome few 
howers before I meant it, being willing 70 to receive any more K emorſtrances, 
to which 1 muſt give a harſh anſwere, * k 24 in | : 
And fince I ſee that even the Houſe of Commons beginues already. to make 
f- alſe canſiruflions of what I gramunt en wm Jour Pexition left rt be worſe mnterpre- 
ted in the Countrey, 1 wall now make a Declarationconcernins the true intent 
+ Theproft 7:04 of both Houſes in the timg of hamim 1:17 this Petition, was 
»o wales drvench upon my: Prero gariv? ſaying, "T7 hey had neither imention 
pr als rey oe Bhs ES ae =o: 
T herefore it muſt needs be contoiuea, that 1 have granted no new, but orely 
' confirmed the ancient Lizerties.of my Snbjetts oyer to flew the cleareneſſe of 
my intentions, that 1 neithey repent yor meaneto recede from any thing Thaye' 
promiſes 30 1 doe bere aeclare, that thafe things which Dave beene done , 
whepeby men had ſome cauſe ta ſuſpeAt the Laberty of the ſugietty ty be troxcht 
»pon(which indeede was the frſFand true groin of the Petiticn) ſhall n:s heres 
after be drawnt into example for your” prejma.ce : "4nd intimg ta coue (inzhe 
words of King) youfhatll not have thelihe oarſe to crorplaine, R 
But as for Tonnage and Poundage:it 1s @thit:g { cannnt went and Wogts never 
intended by you Fs a Prant (if apb Vere? by med tran.” EE 
To conclude, / command $ren al that axefrere, to. tak? r0ti0e what haws 
ſpoken at this t1me, tobe th frue iutent.and Preavirg ef phat 1 granted\ouy n 
your Petition But eſpecraiy you 24 fee [tags jr $9:y6u on: Ki 2X 
La. of the Pad Wh e AY Gb 
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me belo#os the interpriedtior of [. aives ; fe 
wT 1 J #. %, SS, , pM WS Sear & P 4: WS PREY A+ &* 21Ts, PA ; 
Joyrtly or ſeporae, f what new dottrin: ſetyer a) Dec. raifec | have #)) POWeres, 
either to ma or declare a Law without my conſent; 
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